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NATIONKL RESEARCH COUNCIL
2101 Constitution Averme, Wash., D. C.

PACIFIC SCIENCE BOAED
¥4 17 Jan 51

Brig. Gen. Edwin L., Sibert
Dir., of staff

Inter-American Defense Board
Washey, De Co
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On my trip to Japan last year I received info which led me to believe
that there are important stidies which were made by Japanese specialists in
various scientific fields, including anthropology o ¢ ¢ ¢ 0 ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ 0 0 0 o
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Harold J. Coolidge
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Bashington 25, D.C,
- fetober 13, 1950

Ir. Hareld J. 00011“.
Facific SBcienee Board
Eational Research Coumneil
2201 Constitution Avemue
Vashiagten 25, D. O,

Dear Dr. Coolidge:

Your reeent expression of interest in the viilisation of Japanese informatiom
«} on areas formerly studied by Japanese sciemntists wns of great interest to me. The

matter 1s one of great importance and warrants immediate attention. There exist wvast
ecousulations of data gathered by the Jepemese from lands im and arownd the Pacifis
Basin., Many of these findings exist in inaccessidie journals or inm manuscript or note-
book form.  $inee the end of the war suech information has not been advanced by the '
researsh workers who can no longer suter the areas ocsmcerned. JSome date have doudtless
boen lost, dispersed, or destreyed already. Ferthar passage of time can only make . -
salvage opmtiuu more difficult and ooltly. '

As you uy be sware, 1 recently returned tro- thrn years in Japan as bilologist
in the Bolentific snd Teeamisai Si.lekii, Ziizizl: and fstentifta Reation. Gemeral
- Neadgquarters, Sypreme Commander.for the eod Powers,” ho-g ny responsibilities wr-
. ing this thrnyurportod'u the .collsction, appraisal, and abstracting of mamy : ‘;
annuo scientifis pepers. A summary of this project.will Be found in Report Ne. 19, A
. Selenee and Technalogy in Japan, pudlished in 1949. - A:few flelds were exhaustivaly
m, one ‘of which will be desaribed later. Tho Batural Resources Bection gave o
. - eonsiderable’atténtion to Japenese documemtation in: fisheries, agriculturs, rorutry,
: and ‘uinersl resources. Kowever, the time limitatioms &.¥ speeific requirements of. wi
- these prograass:inevitably left many fields untoushed and ‘gave only partial coversge
. af others. . -To.my knowledge the Japanése work in the soeial sciences did not moivo
' Wuc, u-prohcuin minnu.n nor hmmunu D : L »

. The n-od,,,,nrviou -dc mt-ntio umhnqu of budnd Jwrul. nriu

1945-“ . Subjeet matter bearing on military teciniques (ordiames, chomiscal wer-
fare, order ‘of Battle, ote.) wndoudtedly received careful servtiny by G2 end Bavy = |
* Intelligemss, -However, I understand that large guantities of literature were ﬂbippd
hhd.kto“hﬁaludhnomtba muuumny umép.am- utilised, °

S ho ”M treasurs. tron is ltill m-xplorod —_ tho routino unch.uiﬁ.d

y f.i..‘lw reports of- observatiang in all parts of the former Japsnese lciu—-
; tists wenti:to all parts of the. Pacific =nd into Manguria and southern Aciu. It u-a

. foeldsh indeed for our research workers snd snalysts to attempt the accml-uu of"
dttl nlrudy npomd by the anum in t.holr publlhlud .works or personsl -auuripu.

T - lyvtmunﬁh(amcuulnuofwhuathot uumtbm
.. Let me site an example of documentaticm, and the procedure used. In late 1949 Aner-
: ieun Wb workers expressed intersst in Japanere research in snyironmental mni-
« and clothing requireaments, Instead of eiting o fow surrent papers publiszhed by
o t'.b-e apasese in this field, it was decided to exhanstively docwment all Japanese
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‘private motes and mamuseripts vithéram from $he lsboratories wpem their disselvtion,

Anerissa persemnel
1_'-tm-p1ay-awwn.m. BOAP). :

vessareh, fundsmeatal mnd applied, dsaling with enviremmental physiclogy and related
fields. The result wus the publieation ia 1950 of Neport No. 21, Bolence and Tech-
nology in Japem, entitled, "4 Conspestus of Japanese Research in Environmental Physi-
ology snd Closely Related Fields®. Nost of the work was done voluntarily by the most
espalle Jspanese suthorities im the f1eld of physiolegy. Professional Ameriesm
persommal contested key Jopemesoe research weriers and pointed out the abysssal werld
{gaorense regarding Japsmese work in that field, dwo either %o barriers imposed by the
Jepsnese language or by publiestiom in obscure journals. The Japanese scholars were '
sagsr to solve this problea. They loecated, supplemmted, and trenslated Japamese
MWMWumuM%» Inslwded were papers reporting stedies om
WM“NM&cmmmﬁnnﬂwqf'&M, fetigue and elothing
ohoervations ez Jepenese soldier in Sumatre snd Japunese pilots over Chins. Mlitary
journals, labor magesines, and professicnal bdiologieal publications were all exsmined
and indexed. The draft was them earefully cheeked hy Hisel translators, and orgsnised
im more usable fashion. Informatics was added to gvide non-Japenese workers to SRy '
publisation in which a reference haé been eited, The resuliant report has given dignity
40 the Japanese research and encoursges utilisstieam of the imformatiem by memy mom-

:wmuummmd.

T™he limited numbor of Jl.;ou 1itrariss, both imstitetienal pmd private, vere
Aragieally dosimated in 1943. M

postwar perisd of ecanscaie strain. Additional delay will mean continved loss through
neglest and disinterest. BKarly astion should be taken while some of the Americaa
prefessional personnel in Japan can still assist in establishing invaluable contasts
with sspable Japmese seiemtists. X _ >

. Legiesl oteps in & scuprehemsive progrem lil!‘“‘h‘" :

1. Delineation of the fields of imtereats Priority must be givem to fields whe
pro-war Japuiese interest has wmed, with resdltant threats to scowmulations of notes,
wnputilished mamwseripts, &nd yare periedicals, Pue to the secretive habits of memy ..
Japmmeoce technisims and scieatists, namy researeh results exist omly in the form of

r
£
]

4 Lestingia Japem all pertinent noves; mmmsseripss, mad publisaticas, sulist
sy Loeatism of, ‘or preparation of, joursal and book lists 1a the priority fiel
6. ‘Trmalations of \itles mid reforesess of perilasat artisles in the most pre-

7. Preparatlen of informaticsal abstrusts, veiag Jupsmese abstrustars. o

8. Ohoeking (sesmning) of ell tremslatiens, ,,g“m’m o et .,
(the bost mam to orgenise this phase may be ¥r, George Yamashire,

. 9. Pimal bihliegrapalc orgmaisstion and publieatioa of material, imaluding lis
of informetisn souress e=d repesitories. ' ‘ S
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Ifthoh-pdforut;uihi Whmrm.ﬂ. oonvomtunmbo.,
-imy 1ted, ronlt(c-hotboa muomnupuunof:»nuumn_
offact. I do not refer to any use of pressure or cospslsien to reveal information
souress. Buch|en ach would be undignified and almost completely fruitless. I -
refer;instesd to detills. concerning persomns). and logistics whish might best be
a shed st once, Certain types of imformatiem: m-oli be found only by

" contast of hcrinn mohn with their ermuw Other informatiom, im-
g.+nd documents ‘with Jepamese astivities ovtsids

“be made available mﬁnnm lumnuwrynu-
smln;moroﬁgrwlu. lothd.nury-duo-

: i “:’E s

hbnmhyournlumoﬁort\ow &nxsmmcuuuan_;
_M&a it\hpouihlo. If I ean be of amy halp, ml_u7_1 et me know.

‘\.._ J’E

T ~ Sinesrely yours, B l
S ' o/  Don Pletecd ‘

N

N

" Donald J. Pletseh ]
. Publie Health Adviser Do
*_Division of International Health -
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Attached are a letter from ¥r. Codlidge
REMARKS to Gen, Sibert and a letter from
Mr, Pletsch to ¥r. Coolidge which may be of use
to you in your me=ting with ¥r. Coolidge.

It is suggested that lof
OPC attend the meeting as he has done same WO on
‘this project.
G. G. Co
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